Italia Unita’s 8th Annual Italian American Achievement Award 
Winner Announced – Peter S. Napoli

(East Boston, MA – July 11, 2002) 

Once again, Italia Unita plans to celebrate Italian pride and heritage in East Boston through its Annual Italian Festival on July 19, 20 and 21, 2002. The weekend event helps native Italians rekindle the traditions of the old country as well as introducing people of other ethnic backgrounds to Italian food, folklore and culture. 

Each year Italia Unita honors an Italian American who has achieved greatly in American society. Although America was built by many immigrants from around the world, Italians have had such a significant impact in America and especially the communities which they have made their home. This year’s recipient, Mr. 

Peter S. Napoli is no different. 

Born in Pietraperzia, Sicily, Peter immigrated to the United States at the age of 13 with his parents, brothers and sister. Soon after his arrival Peter began the process of transitioning into the American way of life. As a 17-year-old high school student he began his career as a crew person at the local McDonald’s. 

In 1971 Peter took a position as a full time manager and became a key player in helping to build a large McDonald’s franchising organization. After many years of hard work, in 1982, Peter and his business partner were given the opportunity to purchase an Ayer, Massachusetts McDonald’s restaurant and later another in Townsend, MA. Two years later Peter became a partner in the entire franchising organization of 73 McDonald’s restaurants. 

Throughout his career, achievements and struggles, Peter has never lost sight of the importance of his family and community. As a husband to Denise Napoli he is a steady and strong partner, as father to his three children; Salvatore, Cettina and Melissa he has always been a role model and active participant in their lives. Likewise, in the communities where he lives and works, Peter is known as a generous supporter. Whether assisting a community activity, educational program or fundraising event, Peter is happy to give back to the people of the communities that have helped him to achieve his goals and dreams. 

A pure example of living the “American Dream” Peter S. Napoli’s community involvement and profound love for the Italian culture makes him a proud recipient of the 8th Annual Italian achievement award. Mr. Napoli will be presented with his award on Friday July 19th during the Opening Ceremonies of the 8th Annual Italia Unita Festival. For more information on the Festival please call 617 561 3201 or log on to www.italiaunita.org .

