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Italia Unita presents

Senate President Robert E.Travaglini 

2004 Italian American Achievement Award
(East Boston, Massachusetts – July 1, 2004) 

Italia Unita celebrates the 10th Annual Italian Festival on July 16-18 in Central Square, East Boston.  Each year, Italia Unita recognizes successful members of our community by presenting them with the Italian-American Achievement award.  This year the award is proudly given to Senate President Robert E. Travaglini on July 16th at the opening ceremonies.

Some recent recipients of this award are; Charlie Greco, Chairman & CEO Universal Event Management, LLC, Peter Napoli, Owner Operator of 72 McDonald’s Restaurants, Arthur D’Angelo, CEO Twin Enterprises, Frank Renzulli, Hollywood Writer and Producer of Television and Film Projects, Boston Mayor Thomas M. Menino, and Goody Petronelli, Boxing Coach of Champion Marvelous Marvin Haggler.

This year Italia Unita will bestow this honor on Senate President Robert E. Travaglini. Mr. Travaglini a life long East Boston resident took an oath in January 2003 to become the 93rd President of the Massachusetts State Senate. After five terms in the Senate and ten years as a Boston City Councilor, this accomplishment was the professional and personal highlight of his long career in public service. He is the only person in Massachusetts to come to the State Senate from the Boston City Council. 

Senate President Travaglini is a great role model for Italian American youth as well as the entire community, exemplifying the classic attributes and benefits of dedication, hard work, and loyalty. His dedication to the State of Massachusetts, his constituents, colleagues and his family make him the ideal candidate for the 2004 Italian American Achievement Award. Mr. Travaglini himself admits that considering his approach for solving problems of the State “he draws on the values he grew up with in an East Boston household – hard work, loyalty, and sacrifice”. 

In celebration of 10 years, Italia Unita also presents a “ Lifetime Italian American Achievement Award” to music legend and East Bostonian Christoper Zarba.  Chris, the son of Italian immigrants was born in East Boston and has cultivated a love for music and has completed many musical compositions.  He has performed and conducted for many notables including Judy Garland, Dean Martin, Tom Jones, Al Martino, Vic Damone and Sergio Franchi.  

His latest composition is  “Sinfonia di Camera” written in 2001/2002 as a tribute to his late wife Catherine who passed away in March 2001 and his son Christopher, a passenger on American Airlines flight 11 on September 11, 2001.  Chris artistically contributes through his music and shares his life and love through melody.  As an artistic Italian American he exemplifies the finest example of Italian pride

Please join Italia Unita during the Opening Ceremony of the Tenth Annual Italian Festival on Friday July 16th in Central Square, East Boston when Senate President Robert Travaglini is presented with the prestigious Italian American Achievement award. 
For more information contact us at 617-561-3201 or log onto WWW.ITALIAUNITA.ORG for more information.

Italia Unita Inc., is a non-profit organization founded in 1995 in East Boston, Massachusetts. Italia Unita promotes Italian culture and the preservation of Italian heritage.  
###

