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Italian Festival Comes to Streets
Of East Boston’s Central Square
The streets surrounding East Boston’s Central Square will come alive with the music, cuisine, and pageantry of Italian American tradition at the Italia Unita’s 8th Annual Italian Festival, scheduled to take place Friday-Sunday, July 19, 20, & 21, 2002. The event is free and open to the public.   


This year Italia Unita is proud to present a weekend full of activities for all ages. Beginning on Friday, July 19, festivities will kick off with an opening ceremony at 

6:00 p.m. to welcome local dignitaries and celebrities.  This year’s Italian American award achievement goes to Mr. Peter Napoli. A native of Italy, Mr. Napoli came to America in June of 1963 with his family at the age of 13.  He began his career at 17 years old working as a crew person at the local McDonald’s, after many years he became a partner in the franchising organization of 73 McDonalds.  A pure example of living the “American Dream” Peter’s community involvement and profound love for the Italian culture makes him a proud recipient of the 8th Annual Italian achievement award.  

Another exciting addition to the Friday night festivities will be Lottery Live Dawn Hayes will be drawing both the Daily Number Game and Mass Cash from our Festival. This is an extra special addition to the line as the drawings will be broadcasted live on WSBK TV.  Headlining Friday night’s entertainment schedule is Canadian singing sensation, PAUL LONDON singing favorites such as Ti Amo, Marina, and other crowd pleasers. 

Headlining Saturday’s evening of entertainment will be the internationally acclaimed singing sensation, The SPINNERS, whose hits include the 70s soul classics Could it Be I’m Falling In Love, Then Came You, and We Belong Together .   The band's roots lay in Detroit, where they began as a doo-wop group during the late '50s. Singing under the Motown Record label, the group had a major hit in 1965 with the ballad, I’ll Always Love You and in 1970 with the Stevie Wonder composition It's A Shame, which reached the Top 20 in both the USA and the UK.





Sunday’s performances will be highlighted by the Roman Holiday Ensemble’s recreation of a traditional Italian Wedding. Direct from San Diego, California, the popular band will have festival goers clapping their hands and moving their feet to the lively sounds of the most beloved songs in the Italian repertoire. 
The “bride and groom,” accompanied by the colorfully-costumed entourage, will make their way through the festival grounds in a Grand March to the main stage, where the “wedding” celebration will begin.  The audience will become the wedding guests as they experience the joy of an Italian wedding celebration, including the lively tarantella, cake cutting, bouquet toss, and more!  

Also, Tina Zanotto a professional singer/songwriter/performer from Vancouver, Canada will perform on Sunday.   She is the first Italian singer in the world to receive the rights to record and release the official Italian version of the "Titanic" theme song "My heart will go on", "IL MIO CUORE VIVRA." She is also the composer of the Italian lyrics. 

Throughout the weekend, festival visitors can feast on Italian food specialties from local restaurant vendors, play a little bocce on the makeshift court, or learn how to dance the tarantella. Fun for the entire family, the Unita Italia festival also offers plenty to do for the bambini, from kiddie rides and games, balloon animals, and magic tricks performed expertly by Joe The Magical Clown.

For more information, call 617.561-3201 or log onto the web site, www.italiaunita.org. Parking is limited for the event and visitors are encouraged to use the MBTA Blue Line service from the Maverick Station.







