For Immediate Release:




May 27, 2008
Contact: Lisa Capogreco




617-561-3201

 

Ciao Boston! Celebrate Italian Culture 

at the Italian Festival

Italia Unita sponsors 14th annual festival, featuring a performance by Paul London, Piero  Esteriore  and the Italian sausage eating championship

 On July 18th, 19st and 20th, 2008, East Boston will roll out the welcome mat and say “benvenuti” 
as Italia Unita hosts the 14th Annual Italian Festival. Central Square in East Boston will be filled with laughter, games, music and authentic Italian cuisine as people from all over New England join in this celebration of Italian culture. Europe’s newest singing sensation Piero Esteriore will headline the event with a performance on Saturday evening and the festival will host the WORLD’S LARGEST ITALIAN SAUSAGE EATING CONTEST. 

 

“The Italian Festival celebrates many aspects of Italian culture,” said Italia Unita President Pasquale Capogreco. “Italia Unita is committed to preserving Italian culture and the festival is a fun way to share our heritage with people from over.”

 

In addition to the many activities and events planned throughout the weekend, Italia Unita will present the annual Italian-American Achievement Award to Pamela Donnaruma, publisher and editor of the Post-Gazette at the opening ceremonies on Friday, July 18th at 7:00 PM, hosted by Ron Della Chiesa of WPLM 99.1 FM. To follow with a special performance by “The Three Swinging Tenors.”
 

On July 19th the Italian Festival will host the World Italian Sausage eating contest in conjunction with the American Association of Competitive Eaters. This not to be missed event will match professional eaters from around the country with local and celebrity entrants to see who will walk away with the title of World Italian Sausage Eating Champion.

 

On Saturday evening, back by popular demand Canadian Pop Duo Paul London will take the stage following is “Piero Esteriore” the newest Italian singer to make his American debut that evening.
 

Other activities at the festival include jugglers and jesters, children’s rides, strolling performers and DJ Richard Fri. Featured musical entertainers include Vinz DeRosa from Toronto with special guest Tony DiMarti from Australia. In addition, dozens of local restaurants and vendors from all over New England will provide Italian delicacies and novelties. 
 

Italia Unita was founded in 1995 by a dedicated group of volunteers to celebrate Italian culture and history. Today Italia Unita is an organization with over 200 members in the Greater Boston area. Italia Unita hosts social and civic events throughout the year to promote a greater understanding and appreciation of Italian culture. 

 

The festival runs from 6:00pm – 11:00pm on Friday July 18th and 3:00 pm – 11:00pm on Saturday and Sunday July 19th and 20th. For more information on the Italian Festival schedule of events, visit the Italia Unita website: www.italiaunita.org, or call 617-561-3201.
